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PPS RECORDS FOR 
130 LLOYD AVENUE 

 
PLAT 10, LOT 427 

 
JULIUS H. PRESTON HOUSE 

Built 1905-1906 
B.S.D. Martin, Architect 

 
DESCRIPTION 
 
A 2-1/2 story brick Colonial Revival with a gambrel roof, pedimented dormers, modillion-
and-dentil cornice, and a Doric entrance porch with a balustrade. 
 
The house stands on a 10,000 sq. ft. lot on the north side of Lloyd Avenue, between 
Thayer and Brown Streets.  The lot has about 100 feet of frontage and measures about 
100.3 feet deep.  
 
HISTORY 
 
In January 1904, Julius H. Preston, a produce dealer, purchased vacant land from C. 
Moulton Stone and his wife Cora B. Stone.  The land comprised of Lot #38 and portions 
of Lots #37 and #39—totaling 10,000 sq. ft.—in the Halsey Estate Plat.  Together, they 
formed Lot #427 in Plat 10.  In December 1904, an application to build a single family 
dwelling for an estimated cost of $15,000 was filed.  B.S.D. Martin, architect; and 
George Ross and William Gilbane and Bro., builders.  Tax assessor records indicate 
that the house was partially built in 1905 and completed in 1906.   
 
Over the past 100 years, the house has seen little ownership turnover.  Julius remained 
owner of the house until 1920; then his widow, Elizabeth, owned the property through 
1961.  Shortly thereafter, John T. Barrett and his wife Mary, owned the house until 
1985; the property then passed to John T. Barrett, Jr. and his wife Jane.  They owned 
the house until 2001, when the house came under the present ownership of Robert and 
Catherine Taylor.  
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT1 
 
The College Hill neighborhood is part of the original settlement area of Providence, 
established in 1636.  The first residents laid out their settlement in a linear plan on the 
east side of the Moshassuck and Providence Rivers, with house lots fronting on the 
rivers and stretching eastward up and over a steep hill to what is now Hope Street. The 
town was confined to the riverbanks at the foot of the hill until after 1769, when Benefit 

 
1 Sources:  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, by Edward F. Sanderson and William 
MacKenzie Woodward (Providence:  RI Historical Preservation Commission, 1986); Streets of the City, by  
Florence Parker Simister, transcripts of radio programs broadcast on WEAN 1954-1955 (Vol. 3), in the 
collection of the RI Historical Society.  
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Street was laid out on the western slope of the hill to relieve some of the congestion 
below.  The following year, Rhode Island College (now Brown University) built its first 
structure on top of that hill and gave the neighborhood its name.  The neighborhood 
continued to develop over the next 150 years, reaching its present density in the early 
20th century.   
 
Many of the streets on College Hill are named for the people who owned the land on 
which the rights-of-way were later built.  In the late 18th century, Thomas Halsey owned 
a 26-acre parcel between Benefit Street and Hope Street; Doyle Avenue now runs 
through that parcel.  After his death, Thomas Halsey’s property on College Hill was 
platted for residential development in 1840, and again in 1850.  Development of 
Halsey’s plat was nearly complete by the end of the 19th Century.   
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
130 Lloyd Avenue is a contributing building in the College Hill National Historic 
Landmark District (listed 1977).  The property inventory identifies the property as the 
“Jules H. Preston House, 1906.”   
 
Also located within the College Hill Historic District overlay zone designated by the City 
of Providence (1960, as amended). 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plates III, IV, and VI show that the future site of 130 Lloyd Avenue lies within the area 
bounded by the Road To Ferry at India Point (now Hope Street) on the east, Old Goal 
Lane (now Meeting Street) on the south, Prospect Street on the west, and Olney Lane 
to Ferry Road on the north.  The site lies within Thomas Lloyd Halsey’s acreage.  
 
1850:  “Plat No. 2 of the Halsey Estate” surveyed by Cushing and Farnum, recorded on 
June 13, 1850 in Book 2, Page 22, and copied on Plat Card 65 shows that the future 
site of 130 Lloyd Avenue lies within the platted block bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the 
south, Brown Street on the west, Keene Street on the north, and Thayer Street on the 
east.  Lot #37 is the 5th lot west of Thayer and measures 50’ x 100’; Lot #38 is the 6th lot 
west of Thayer and measures 50’ x 100’; Lot #39 is the 7th lot west of Thayer and 
measures 50’ x 100’. 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling.  Page B#4 (10) shows the block bounded 
by Lloyd Avenue on the south, Brown Street on the west, Keene Street on the north, 
and Hope Street on the east.   The block is platted, but undeveloped.  The area east of 
Prospect Street and west of Hope Street is largely undeveloped.  
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1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Ward 1), Plate E 
shows the block bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the south, Brown Street on the west, 
Keene Street on the north, and Thayer Street on the east.   The future site of 130 Lloyd 
Avenue lies within lots #37, #38, and #39, owned by Thos. L. Halsey.  Each lot is 5,000 
sq. ft.  There is only one house constructed on this block located on Keene Street.  
Reference is made to the Halsey Plat No. 2. 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 2 shows the block 
bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the south, Brown Street on the west, Keene Street on the 
north, and Thayer Street on the east.   The future site of 130 Lloyd Avenue lies within 
lots owned by Thos. L. Halsey.  There is only one house constructed on this block 
located on Keene Street.  The area is sparsely developed.  There is water and sewer on 
the street. 
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 5 shows that the 
future site of 130 Lloyd Avenue lies within the block bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the 
south, Brown Street on the west, Keene Street on the north, and Thayer Street on the 
east.   There is water and sewer on the street and a streetcar on Brown and Thayer 
Streets. 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 10, Lot 427 (6,000 SF) and Lot 428 (4,000 SF) shows 
the block bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the south, Brown Street on the west, Keene 
Street on the north, and Thayer Street on the east.  There are no buildings shown on 
this map. 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 6  shows the block 
bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the south, Brown Street on the west, Keene Street on the 
north, and Thayer Street on the east.  There is a brick house located on the 5th lot west 
of Thayer Street containing 10,000 sq. ft., owned by J. H. Preston.  The block is 
developed.  There is water and sewer on the street and a street railway on Brown and 
Thayer Streets. 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 22 shows the block 
bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the south, Brown Street on the west, Keene Street on the 
north, and Thayer Street on the east.  There is a brick house located on the 5th lot west 
of Thayer Street containing 10,000 sq. ft., owned by J. H. Preston.  The block is 
developed.  There is water and sewer on the street and an electric railway on Brown 
and Thayer Streets.  Reference to the Halsey Estate Plat No 2. 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 22 shows the block 
bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the south, Brown Street on the west, Keene Street on the 
north, and Thayer Street on the east.  There is a brick house located at 130 Lloyd 
Street, which is the 5th lot west of Thayer Street containing 10,000 sq. ft., owned by  
E. Preston.  The block is developed.  There is water and sewer on the street and an 
electric railway on Brown and Thayer Streets.  Reference to the Halsey Estate Plat  
No 2. 
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1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 22 shows the block 
bounded by Lloyd Avenue on the south, Brown Street on the west, Keene Street on the 
north, and Thayer Street on the east.  There is a brick house located at 130 Lloyd 
Street, which is the 5th lot west of Thayer Street containing 10,000 sq. ft., owned by  
E. L. Preston.  The block is developed.  There is water and sewer on the street and an 
electric railway on Thayer Street.  Reference to the Halsey Estate Plat No 2. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
On January 28, 1904, C. Moulton Stone and his wife, Cora B. Stone, of Providence, 
sold a lot of land for $100 to Julius H. Preston, of Providence.  The lot of land is situated 
in Providence on the northerly side of Lloyd Street bounded and described as beginning 
at a point in the northerly line of Lloyd Street at the southeasterly corner of land the 
Moultons had previously conveyed to Arthur B. Peck.  The lot of land also comprises the 
easterly 40’ of Lot #39, all of Lot #38, and the westerly 10’ of Lot #37 on that plat 
entitled Plat No 2 of the Halsey Estate. 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Building application #1161:  On December 4, 1904, J. H. Preston, of Dyer Street, 
applied to build a two-story wood dwelling for one tenant on Lloyd Avenue.  B. S. D. 
Martin, Architect; Geo. Ross and Wm. Gilbane & Bro., Builder.  Estimated cost $15,000. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
1904:  Julius H. Preston of 17 Jefferson Street owned Plat 10, Lot #427 assessed for 

$2,400.  Lot #428 was assessed for $1,600. 
 
1905:  Julius H. Preston owned Plat 10, Lot #427, assessed for $6,500. 
 
1906:  Julius H. Preston of 17 Jefferson Street owned Plat 10, Lot $427, assessed for 

$14,800. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937. 
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1906:  Julius H. Preston (J & H Preston & Co., wholesale dealers in foreign and 
domestic fruits and produce, at 13 Dyer Street) lived at 17 Jefferson Street.  
 
1907: Julius H. Preston (J & H Preston & Co., wholesale dealers in foreign and 
domestic fruits and produce, at 13 Dyer Street) lived at 130 Lloyd Street. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, indicating the names of all residents and often their occupations as well. 
No distinction is made between owners and tenants. House directories also contain a 
street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city directory. 
 
1905: No listing 
 
1907:  Julius H. Preston lived at 130 Lloyd Avenue, fruit dealer 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Thomas L. Halsey Est., M. B. I. Goddard et al Trustees owned the property as of August 

1, 1854. 
Thomas L. Halsey Est. owned the property as of January 2, 1899. 
Cora B. Stone, wife of C. Moulton, owned the property as of March 1, 1900. 
Julius H. Preston owned the property as of May 2, 1904. 
Elizabeth L. Preston, widow of Julius H., owned the property as of June 1, 1920. 
Ellen P. Field and Elizabeth P. Holding owned the property as of December 1961. 
John T. Barrett and wife Mary S., Tenants by Entirety, owned the property as of 

December 1962. 
John T. Barrett, Jr. and wife Jane W. A. Barrett, Joint Tenants, owned the property as of 

July 31, 1985.  Reference DB 1303/685. 
Robert K. Taylor and Catherine T. Taylor, Tenants by Entirety, owned the property as of 

July 2, 2001.  Reference DB 4746/234. 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow 
April  2007 
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